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earlier books were indeed published in the usual method,
chiefly by Messrs. Smith & Elder, but in 1872 Mr. Ruskin
began the experiment with Mr. George Allen which was
destined to have such important and lasting results.
He had long kicked against the abatement and discount
system practised by publishers and booksellers, and en-
gaged Mr. Allen to sell " Fors Clavigera/' which was first
printed by Messrs. Smith & Elder. Mr. Allen was then
adopted as joint publisher with Messrs. Smith & Elder
for the Revised Series of Mr. Ruskin's works, and after
1873 the entire publishing was placed in his hands. Mr.
Allen, an engraver by trade, was himself a pupil of Mr.
Ruskin, and close personal relations have always sub-
sisted between them, Mr. Ruskin, especially in the earlier
years of the experiment, taking an active part in the
direction of the business. The first thing to secure was
sound material and wholesome skilled processes. Hand-
made paper was often used, and in all cases special
attention was given both to paper and to type. To the
preparation and printing of the plates the most extra-
ordinary care was habitually devoted to secure thorough
and honest work. The printing itself was done by
Messrs. Hazell, Watson, & Viney at Aylesbury, where
every regard was paid to the health and comfort of the
workers, as well as to the excellence of the -work done*
But the most interesting experiment, both in its indus-
trial and its financial aspects, was the publishing busi-
ness, conducted for so many years by Messrs. Allen at
the little country village of Orpington, in Kent. There,
in the back garden of Mr. Allen's private house, stood
the warehouse, which contained the stock of Mr*
Ruskin's books. For many years all these books were
supplied to readers direct from Orpington without the implies the legi-eligious policy, and of a
